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The Soil Of
Common
Ground

BY JHERI 5T. JAMES

¢ T am on Seprember 11, 3001,

Gary Simpson was awskened by o call

froen a friemd asking him 1o tarn on the
Elevision. Ax he wwiched the twin towess ixil,
b contemplated if there were any one thing
thaat ald hurmans share, rogardes of grography,
peoliticn, refigion, economy, and akin color, He
malired it was Bving on the sarth.

Wikh this in mind, he ﬂrmhped a comerp-
el wrt peoject, Commen Ground 151, which
weould collect “ground” from: each of the 192
(Serbla and Momtenegra divided in 06
member stabes of the United Matbons.

“Thar foundatbon of my cincept as o whole
s pomposed, e the earth (tself of visible
ruszes floating off tectonic plates, converging
mnd diverging” Simpeon explaned “The mag-
mu o widch they all rest & commaon grosnd,
The Individusd pieces will reflect the identity of
onch natson, bot the Emplcation of the whole is
ihar thwere ba an underlying unity, et s plme
bemndaries don’t alweys correspond b conti
memity, 3 o are national boundaries an arti-
fmct of buman history. Ana just as the geogra-
gy of the warth has changed amd is changing
through plate tectonics, this project exproases
fior me the relentlesseas of change and the
wnilying wisdom of the process”

Ad the timo, Sirgeon did not know what o
rigneoms adventure biv undertsking would be,
but the challenges soon beoame cleir

Eaeh sample hiad 1o be sed led by the LS.
Depariment of Agriculture, and each ship-
ment carefully docurmented for cenification
of wuthenticity. Sienpeon was lsssed o license
froan e LS, Treasary Dejartimeonls (e
of Forelgn Asset Comtrol 1o Import el from
embargerd Cuba, Mysnmar (Burma), fram,
Seacdam, and Mocth Korea

Hundreda of coll et — perdn asl froem f2
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U5 embassiens, Sister Clity moembers, Doreen
Virtec's global sngel netwerkl (15 codlection),
many charitable groups. Pesre Corps work-
ere, armchair travelers, and nemaily— kel ped
garnar 191 asmples of our ssrthdy diri, with
only Morth Kores remaining. The S LS
mampe came from the White House grounds,
eollected on the day of Presidest Obamals in
migharntion

Oece Simpeon wecives the fst sample, be
will muix all the soils of our planet and build 1596
purwle, pich meniiicing 42 inches by & lochies,
W combangd, these panels will result in an
mstallation 50 feet by 50 feet, a fresco art state
menl memorisizing what all humsn b in
commd —|eh napeint an the aoll of o
planet, This should begin n early 3011,

Jourmal eniriess at commonground] ¥ .com
numate the stories of sach collector and site.
Fyrri Individusl amd sarth semple s unlgue
and cherlshied: sramge send from Qwtar, black
loam from Bulgaria, African solls from. slave
trading or pimte ports. curth foom an Tregi
alrfield colleered amonymonly during the war,

wd & heartiell sample from Robben laland,
wheve Melson Mandela was jailed,

Simpsan's interim art production inchudes
s number of fresco pieces. Coe W06 wtudy
mcluded ihe firsi 38 counirls’ solls on 14
Q-inch-square paneli. Another, calied the
Thsparity Series” imcorporated ClA statistios
fir puch eoumery, A Christmas arnament, cos-
missiosed in 3008 for the White Houwse, used
the sol amassed to date; 180 natioea,

Commion groumd ks shared on many levels,
feriodicals dnd "art diri™ belig only o, This
publcaiian, Gary Simpson’s viskon, and the
myriad commion ground” sites and activities
listed om the ‘Web muwt eventmlily bring peo-
e tgether on thia band called earth and thia
oarth called soll—this soil thet hosts the pan
oramic ealer of heman experience, %

Meari 51 Jawirs by beew privilepel to wvite
thr bl of the jowrma! euirdey @ oeoEmaon
wroand |80 camm. She s @ poging amd Orienral
darier win [ves writes ferches, nrr.l.l'j.ﬂ'ﬁl'ﬂ.i
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